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THE HOLY BIBLE — 
Unlocking the “Word” of Truth 

 
     

 
  

 

INTRODUCTION 

 The English word “Bible” comes from the Greek word 
“biblia,” which means “collection of writings,” or “biblio,” which 
means “book”.  
  Early copies of the Scriptures were made on papyrus, a 
writing material made from the pith of the papyrus plant.  This tall, 
reed-like water plant was found in abundance both in the Nile 
region of Egypt, and in Syria.  
 In fact, large quantities of papyrus were sent through the 
Syrian port of Byblos, and it is thought by some that this is where 
the Greek word for “book” got its name.  The English word “paper” 
finds its beginning from the word “papyrus”. 
 For years, the word “Bible” has come to mean the sacred 
book accepted by Christians as “The Word of God”.  To 
differentiate between the Bible and other books, the word “holy” is 
used before it; thus, the Holy Bible. 
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DIVISIONS OF THE BIBLE 
 The Bible is divided into two main divisions—the Old 
Testament, and the New Testament.  The word “testament” 
comes from the Latin word “testis,” which means “a witness.”  
 The Old Testament gives a witness of the reality of the true 
God.  The New Testament gives an even clearer picture of this 
God, because it records the beautiful history of how He took upon 
Himself a flesh and blood body, and came into this world—
revealing Himself to mankind in the person of Jesus Christ! 
 The word “testament” also means “a will.”  The legal 
document in which a person expresses his will and wishes with 
regards to his burial and the distribution of his belongings is called 
“the last will and testament”  We can therefore understand that the 
Bible, which is divided into two testaments, discloses to us the will 
of God! 
 The Bible has only one author—God!  The 40 men who 
wrote the Bible, did so as the Holy Spirit moved upon them in a 
supernatural way.  Therefore, they were simply the writers—God 
is the author and the originator.  Since there is only one author of 
all 66 books, it is all right to think of the Bible as only one book. 

“For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: 
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost”   (II Peter 1:21). 
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II.   Israel at Sinai (The Time of the Law) 

a.  Giving of the Ten Commandments  
 b.  Exodus 25: 8-9, “And let them make me a sanctuary; 
that I may dwell among them. According to all that I shew thee, 
after the pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all the 
instruments thereof, even so shall ye make it”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
III.   The Tabernacle - Man’s Approach to God 

When the Lord gave Moses the plan of the Tabernacle on 
Mt. Sinai, He admonished Moses to follow His specifications in its 
construction to the letter (Exodus 25:1-9). The Tabernacle was 
more than just a place to worship while in the wilderness. Its 
design and layout was a shadow of the redemptive work of Jesus, 
as well as a pattern of the salvation experienced in the present 
church age. 
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3.   Moses the Deliverer 
 a.   Moses Before Pharaoh b.   Passover 

          Deliverance by the Blood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c. Deliverance through the Red Sea  
(Exodus 13:21, Exodus 14:7-21) 
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LESSON 1 
THE OLD TESTAMENT (TIME PERIODS) 

 
The Old Testament covers many events over a span of 

thousands of years.  We will divide this time into four (4) periods: 
 

1.  Innocence –   2.  Conscience –  
     Creation to Garden of Eden       Fall of Man to Abraham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. The Patriarchs –   4.  The Law & Prophets –  
     Abraham to Moses        Moses to Christ 
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I.  BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
The Old Testament is divided as follows: 
1. Books of the Law (5 books)     2. History (12 books) 
    (also called Pentateuch) 

 
3. Poetry (5 books) 

 
 
 

 
 
4. Prophecy (17 books)                                    

  
 
 
 
 

    Major Prophets                               Minor Prophets                                    
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Lesson 4 
THE EXODUS 

     
 
 
 

 
 
I.  The Plan of Redemption   (Exodus 1:7-8) 
 “And the children of Israel were fruitful, and increased 
abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty; and the 
land was filled with them.  Now there arose up a new king over 
Egypt, which knew not Joseph.” 
 
1.   Forty Years in Egypt 

a.   The Birth of Moses 
 b.   Moses’ Choice 
2.   Forty Years in Midian 

 a.   His Spiritual Training 
 b.   His Calling and Commission 
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7.   Joseph Forgives His Brothers 
8.   Jacob and His Family Settle in Goshen 
9.   Israel in Egyptian Bondage 
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1.  The Bible Is Inspired of God 
   According to II Timothy 3:16, all Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God.   

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness:” 

The word “inspired” means, in the Greek language in which 
the New Testament was written, God-breathed.   

II Peter 1:21 says, "For the prophecy came not in old time 
by the will of man:  but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost".  Clearly, the Old Testament was 
inspired of God. 
  
2.  The Bible Is the Word of God 
 We should approach our study of the Bible with great 
reverence, because it is the Word of God, not the word of men.  
Each word is important.  
 God warned Moses in Deuteronomy 4:2, “Ye shall not add 
unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish 
ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the Lord 
your God which I command you.” Also read Proverbs 30 and 
Revelation 22:19. 
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3.  God’s Word Is To Be Preserved 
  
 God did not just give His Word to humanity; He promised 
to preserve it forever, so that everyone would have access to 
God’s revelation.   
 In Psalms 12:6-7, “The words of the LORD are pure words: 
as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. Thou 
shalt keep them, O LORD; thou shalt preserve them from this 
generation for ever.” 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

EVALUATE:                                                                               
 

1.  Give the two main divisions of the Bible: 
     a. ________________________________ 
     b. ________________________________ 
2.  According to II Timothy 3:16, 

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for 
____________________, for  _____________________,  for  
___________________,  for instruction in righteousness.” 

3. The Bible has only one author—________________. 
4. II Peter 1:21, “For the ______________ came not in old time by  
    the ______________: but holy men of God spake as they were    
    moved by the ____________________. 
5. He is called the Father of faith. He is ___________________. 
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3. Jacob’s Encounter with God 
(Genesis 28:10-22) 
 

4. Jacob Remembers   5.   Jacob Wrestles with 
the House of the Lord         the Angel of the Lord 

     (Genesis 28:20-22)         (Genesis 32:24-28) 
 

  

    
 
 

 

III.   Joseph  (Genesis 35:22-26; Genesis 45:5). 
 
1.   Joseph Sold into Egypt 
2.   Jacob Deceived (Genesis 37:31-35) 
3.   Joseph Temptation 
4.   Joseph in Prison 
5.   Joseph’s Elevation under Pharaoh 
6.   Joseph’s Brothers Come to Egypt  
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After they had prepared the altar, Abraham bound his son 

and placed him on the altar. Then Abraham stretched forth his 
hand with the knife to slay his son. At that moment, the angel of 
the Lord called, “Abraham, Abraham!” “Here am I,” he answered. 

“Lay not thine hand upon the lad,” said the angel, “neither 
do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, 
seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me” 
(Genesis 22:12). 

Abraham’s faith had been tested by what was dear to him, 
and he came through the trial victoriously. 

After Abraham heard the voice of the angel, he turned and 
saw a ram caught by its horns in the thicket nearby.  God had 
provided a sacrifice. Abraham’s statement was prophetic in that 
many years later Jesus Christ, who was God manifest in the flesh, 
came as the Lamb of God to take away the sin of the world (John 
1:29; I Timothy 3:16). 

What a marvelous thing is faith! 
 
II.   Jacob and Esau  (Genesis 25:21-26) 

1.  Esau Sells His Birthright             2.   Jacob Steals the Blessing  

     (Genesis 25:30-34)       (Genesis 27:22) 
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II. CREATION WEEK 

The first verse of the Bible says, “In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth” (Genesis 1:1).  The Creation 
account reveals that God made all things in six days.  On the 
seventh day, He rested.  Let us examine each day. 
 
 
    Genesis 1:2-5        Genesis 1:6-8          Genesis 1:9-13 
Light and Darkness        Firmament (Sky) &         Dry Land & Seas 
        Divide                    Division of Water          Herbs & Trees 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
  Genesis 1:14-19       Genesis 1:20-23           Genesis 1:24-31 
  Sun, Moon, Stars,          Fishes of the Sea         Animals and the 
Days, Seasons & Years    and Birds of the Air      Man 
     
     
    
 

1 2 3 

4 6 5 



UPC- PHILS.        GOD’S WORD—A THOROUGH STUDY FOR TODAY                                                                                   

- 8 - 

 
Genesis 2:1-3    God Rested on this Day 

 
 
 
        
 
 
 

 
III. POWER OF CHOICE 
 
1.  Adam and Eve—Innocence 
a. The Forbidden Tree 
 God said, “Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely 
eat: but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt 
not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely 
die” (Genesis 2:16-17).  

He was in a state of innocence; eating of the tree would 
awaken his conscience. 
b. Eve Given to Adam 
 “And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man 
should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him”  (Genesis 
2:18). 
 
 

7 
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Isaac shall thy seed be called: accounting that God was able to 
raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received 
him in a figure.” 
 
b. Abraham’s Obedience 
 “And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled 
his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his 
son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and 
went unto the place of which God had told him” (Genesis 22:3). 
On the third day of their journey, Abraham saw in the distance the 
mountain upon which God had commanded that he would offer 
Isaac. He told the servants to stay behind while he and Isaac went 
to worship. 
 Abraham’s faith is clear in the statement that he made to 
his servants: “I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come 
again to you” (Genesis 22:5). He believed that God had a divine 
purpose in the task that he had been asked to perform. 
 
c. Abraham’s Continuing Faith 
 As Abraham and Isaac traveled toward their destination, 
Isaac noticed that they had everything but the sacrifice.  

He asked, “Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the 
lamb for a burnt offering!”   Abraham responded with statement of 
eternal significance: “My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a 
burnt offering” (Genesis 22:7-8).  
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5.   Isaac the Promised Son 
 At last, in God’s time, Sarah conceived and gave birth to a 
son. Abraham named the child Isaac and circumcised him when 
he was eight days old. 

Abraham was 100 years old when Isaac was born. God 
had kept His promise, but He was not yet finished trying 
Abraham’s faith. 
 
a. Abraham’s Faith Tested 
 God said to Abraham, “Take now thy son, thine only son 
Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and 
offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains 
which I will tell thee of” (Genesis 22:2). What thoughts must have 
gone through Abraham’s mind! 

God had promised him a son. The promise had taken 
many years to be fulfilled, and now God commanded him to 
sacrifice that son! Abraham was a man of great faith in God, 
however. He knew that Isaac was the promised son that God had 
given him. He believed that through Isaac God would rise up 
countless offspring as He had promised. He knew that, even if he 
offered Isaac to God, God was able to raise him up from the dead 
in order to keep His Word. 

As Hebrews 11:17-19 says, “By faith Abraham, when he 
was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that received the promises 
offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, That in  
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c. Man Given Free Will 
 One of the major differences between mankind and the 
animal kingdom is the power of choice: the opportunity to choose 
to do good or evil consciously.  From the first, God has set before 
man the ability to choose to do right and live, or choose to do 
wrong or die. 
 

2.  The Fall of Man    
Chapter Three of Genesis outlines 

the terrible mistake that Adam and Eve 
made and its tragic consequences. 
 
a. Eve Visits the Forbidden Tree 
 Evidently, one of the first mistakes 
that Eve made was to visit the site of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  
Romans 13:14 commands “Make not a 
provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts, 
thereof.” Ephesians 4:27, “Neither give 
place to the devil”. 

 
b. Satan Pays a Visit Also 
 Satan, who is very subtle, was waiting for the right 
opportunity to inject his deceitful influence into the tranquil setting 
of the Garden of Eden.  

G O D 

SIN BREAKS COMMUNION 
              WITH GOD 



UPC- PHILS.        GOD’S WORD—A THOROUGH STUDY FOR TODAY                                                                                   

- 10 - 

 
c. Satan’s Wrong Interpretation 
        We must always watch for this tactic. Satan will quote 
something that sounds so much like the Word of God and is so 
close to what God actually said that he will fool those who do not 
know the Word themselves.  Moreover, it is important to note that 
Satan actually questioned whether God had really given such a 
command or not. 
 
d. Eve’s Lack of Knowledge of God’s Word 
       The next tragic step in this 
scenario is that Eve did not really know 
what God had said. Eve’s statement 
sounds very close to what God said, but 
God forbids us to add or take away one 
word from what He has said. 
 
e.  Satan Attacks God’s Motives  
 Satan tries to convince people that it would be to their 
advantage to do those things forbidden by God and that God 
actually does not want the best for them but wants to keep them in 
ignorance and bondage. 
 
f. Adam’s Disobedience 

“By one man [Adam] sin entered into the world. Death 
[came] by sin; and so death passed upon all men. Death reigned  
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c.   Angels of Mercy 
 The angels visited Lot and removed him, his wife, and two 
unmarried daughters from the city. God sent angels of mercy to 
Sodom that day. The prayers of Abraham did not save the cities, 
but they did save Lot. Lot was blessed to have an uncle who 
stayed close to the Lord. But Lot grievous in moving into this 
wicked city took its toll. He had to leave behind daughters who 
had married men of Sodom. In disobedience to the angel’s 
commands, his wife looked back as they were fleeing and turned 
into pillar of salt. However, Lot and his two unmarried daughters 
fled for their lives. 

Because of the great wickedness of these cities, God 
destroyed them with fire and brimstone. Today, they have been 
wiped off the face of the earth. Some Bible students believe the 
destruction of these cities may have been connected with the 
formation of the Dead Sea. 

The judgment of God upon Sodom and Gomorrah stands 
forever as a solemn warning to any who would violate God’s 
Word. “And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes 
condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample 
unto those that after should live ungodly” (II Peter 2:6). 
      

Judgment is coming! It is time to prepare! 
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a.    Lot’s Choice 
 Abraham was very gracious in allowing his nephew to 
make the first choice. Lot observed the well-watered plain of 
Jordan and chose that for himself. He then journeyed east, 
separating himself from Abraham and pitching his tent in the 
direction of Sodom.  

This proved to be a mistake for Lot, for the people of 
Sodom were wicked and terrible sinners in the Lord’s eyes 
(Genesis 13:13). It is always dangerous to go in the direction of 
sin. 
 
b.   Judgment against Sin 
  
 God observed the 
mounting wickedness in 
Sodom and Gomorrah, where 
Abraham’s nephew, Lot lived with 
his family. The Lord appeared to Abraham and informed him that 
the cities would be destroyed. Abraham, knowing that his relatives 
lived in the doomed city of Sodom, sought the Lord to spare the 
city. He agreed to do so, if only 10 righteous people could be 
found. But, sadly, Sodom and Gomorrah were so wicked that not 
even 10 righteous people could be located (Genesis 18). 
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from Adam to Moses.”           (Romans 5:12-14) 

“By one man’s [Adam’s] offense death reigned. Therefore 
as by the offense of one [Adam] judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation. For as by one man’s [Adams] disobedience many 
were made sinners.”            (Romans 5:17-19) 
 
3.   God Comes Walking in the Garden 
 a.   God looked for Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:9-11) 
 b.   Adam & Eve blamed someone else (Genesis 2:12-13) 
 
IV.  THE FIRST JUDGMENT 

FOUR (4) CURSES – Genesis 3:14-19 
1. The Curse on the Serpent  
2. The Curse on the Woman    

3.  The Curse on the Land      
4.  The Curse on the Man     

 
A. The First Promise of the Redeemer (Genesis 3:15, 21) 
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B. Man Driven from the Garden  (Genesis 3:22-24) 
As a direct result of their sin, God put Adam and Eve out of 

the Garden of Eden.  When they sinned, Adam and Eve were 
spiritually dead—separated from the presence of God.   

They also faced physical death and after that eternal 
death, which they could only avoid by the saving grace of God.  
Since that time, every human being has been born in a sinful 
state, spiritually dead and facing eternal death.  But through Jesus 
Christ we can have salvation and eternal life. 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVALUATE:      

 
True or False: 
 
_____________1.  As a result of their sin, God put Adam and Eve out of the 

Garden of Eden. 
_____________2.  God gave both mankind and animals the same power of 

choice. 
_____________3. Only through Jesus Christ, we can have salvation and 

eternal life. 
Complete the Verse: 
 
1. God said, “Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: but of the 
______________________, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou 
eatest thereof thou __________________.” (Genesis 2:16-17) 
 
2. “And the LORD God said, It is _________that the man should be 
_________; I will make him an ____________ for him.” (Genesis 2:18)
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father”; Abraham means “father of a multitude.” He also changed 
Sarai’s name to Sarah. Sarai means “princess”; Sarah means “my 
princess”. Then God gave a token of his covenant. He said, “This 
is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy 
seed after thee; every man child among you shall be circumcised. 
And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a 
token betwixt me and you” (Genesis 17:10-11).  

Abraham took his son Ishmael with all the male members 
of his household, and they were all circumcised the same day in 
obedience to God’s Word. 
 
4.   Separation 
 Strife developed between the herdsmen of Abraham’s 
cattle and those of Lot.  The problem was that both Abraham and 
Lot were very rich, with many flocks, herds, and tents, and the 
land simply was not able to bear them. 
 Abraham said to Lot, “Let there be no strife, I pray thee, 
between me and thee, and between my herdsmen and thy 
herdsmen; for we be brethren. Is not the whole land before thee! 
Separate thyself, I pray thee, from me:  If thou wilt take the left 
hand, then I will go to the right or if thou depart to the right hand, 
then I will go to the left” (Genesis 13:8-9). 
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2.   The Arab Nations 
 The days passed, however, without any physical sign that 
God was keeping His promise. Finally, as human beings often do, 
Abram and Sarai decided to take matters into their own hands. 
Sarai, who had an Egyptian handmaid named Hagar, said unto 
Abram, “Behold now, the LORD hath restrained me from bearing; I 
pray thee, go in unto my maid; it may be that I may obtain children 
by her” (Genesis 16:2). Abram acted on his wife’s counsel, which 
was according to the custom of the time, and Ishmael was born 
out of this union. 

By trying to help God out because they could see no 
visible sign of his promise coming to pass, Abram and Sarai 
brought many sorrows to their family. Ishmael and their son, 
Isaac, would have conflicts. The seeds were sown for conflict 
between the Arabs and the Jews, nations who sprang from these 
two men. 
 
3.   God’s Covenant with Abraham  
 When Abram was 99 years old, the Lord appeared to him 
and said, “I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou 
perfect. And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and 
will multiply thee exceedingly” (Genesis 17:1-2).  As Abram fell on 
his face before God, the Lord continued to talk with him.  

God renewed His promise to make him the father of many 
nations and changed His name to Abraham. Abram means “high  
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LESSON 2 
FROM THE FALL TO THE FLOOD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Adam and Eve outside the Garden  (TIME OF CONSCIENCE) 
 In their new state of consciousness of good and evil, Adam 
and Eve began their life outside the Garden of Eden.  Existence 
was quite different from before. Previously, in the peace of the 
garden, the first man and woman had been charged with dressing 
and keeping a true paradise. Now Adam was hewing out a living 
by the sweat of his brow, battling unendingly against weeds and 
briars. 
 Eve discovered the truth of God’s Word. He said, “I will 
greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou 
shalt bring forth children” (Genesis 3:16).  
 
2.   The Difference between Two Brothers  
 The first child that Eve brought into the world was a son 
named Cain. She said, “I have gotten a man from the LORD” 
(Genesis 4:1). Then Eve gave birth to another son, Abel.       
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As often happens with brothers in the same family, these 
two were quite different. Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain 
was a tiller of the ground. According to Genesis 4:3-7, there were 
also spiritual differences between these two men. 
 
3.  Worship Taught 
      Adam and Eve had 
obviously taught their sons 
about God’s existence and 
about the need to worship 
Him and to offer sacrifices 
to Him. As time passed by, 
Cain brought of the fruit of 
the ground and offering 
unto the Lord. Abel also 
brought an offering of the 
firstborn of his flock. 
 
4.  Sacrifice Accepted and Rejected 
     The Lord accepted Abel’s offering but not that of Cain. This 
disturbed Cain, and he became angry. The Lord said to Him, “Why 
art thou worth? And why is thy countenance fallen? If thou doest 
well, shalt thou not be accepted? And if thou doest not well, sin 
lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt 
rule over him.”  
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THE CHOSEN NATION 
 

I.   The Time of the Patriarchs  
 
1.   Abraham 
 The Lord promised, “I 
will make of thee a great 
nation, and I will bless thee, 
and make thy name great; 
and thou shalt be a blessing: 
and I will bless them that 
bless thee, and curse him 
that curseth thee: and in thee 
shall all families of the earth 
be blessed” (Genesis 12:2-
3). 
  
 Abram obeyed the Lord and left his home in Haran when 
he was 75 years old. He took his wife, Sarai, and his nephew, Lot, 
and they traveled to the Land of Canaan.  When the Lord called 
Abram, he had no children. Part of God’s promise was that He 
would make of Abram a great nation. This promise was 
subsequently fulfilled, as seen in Deuteronomy 4:6, I Kings 3:8-9; 
and Joshua 21:43-45. 
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 By introducing different languages among the people, the 
Lord stopped their sinful effort. They could no longer communicate 
sufficiently to complete such an ambitious project, and they began 
to scatter over the face of the earth, each person finding his place 
with those with whom he could talk. 
 
3.   The Judgment of God in Dispersing the People 
      The judgment of God caused the origin of languages and the 
beginning of nations. As a result, the earth was repopulated by the 
descendants of Noah as follows: 
 
a.   Shem’s Sons 
 Shem’s sons were 
Elam, Asshur, Arphaxad, Lud, 
and Aram. Some of the nations 
that sprang from these sons 
were the Persians, Assyrians, 
Chaldeans, Hebrews, Lydians, 
and Syrians. They settled in 
Assyria, Syria, Persia, northern 
Arabia, and Mesopotamia. 
b.   Ham’s Sons 
 Ham’s sons were Cush, 
Mizraim, Phut, and Canaan.  
 
 
 

 
Some of the nations to spring 
from these men were the 
Ethiopians, Egyptians, Libyans, 
and Canaanites. Ham’s 
descendants settled in Africa 
and Arabia. 
 
c.   Japheth’s Sons 
      Japheth’s sons were Gomer, 
Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, 
Meshech, and Tiras. From them 
came the Russians, Germans, 
Britons, Scythians, Medes, 
Ionians, Athenians, and 
Thracians. They settled in Asia 
Minor, Caucasia, and Europe.
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In His mercy and willingness to forgive Cain’s error, the 

Lord appealed to him. He told Cain that his offering could be 
accepted as well as that of Abel if he, too, would do the right thing. 
The only thing that would prevent Cain from doing right would be a 
sin. 
5.  Blood Sacrifice, a Requirement 
      From the very first, God’s plan called for a blood sacrifice. 
In the Garden of Eden, God had slain animals in order to provide 
skins to cover the nakedness of Adam and Eve. (See Genesis 3: 
21) 
 In other words, for sins 
to be covered, blood had to be 
shed. Jesus Christ is the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the 
world (Revelation 13:8). The 
reason God chose a blood 
sacrifice is that the wages of 
sin is death (Romans 6:23). 
Without the shedding of blood, 
sins cannot be remitted 
(Hebrews 9:22). 
           Abel obeyed God out of faith. Hebrews 11:4 says, “By faith 
Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by 
which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of 
his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.” 
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6.  The Punishment of Disobedience 
  Cain replied, “My punishment is greater than I can bear. 
Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the 
earth; and from thy face shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and 
a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every one 
that findeth me shall slay me” (Genesis 4:13-14). 
 The Lord answered, “Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, 
vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold” (Genesis 4:15).  
Then the Lord set a mark on Cain to prevent anyone who found 
him from killing him. 
  As a result of his sins of murder and refusal to obey God, 
Cain left the Lord’s presence and went to live in the lonely land of 
Nod on the east of Eden. 
 
7.  Men Who Walked with God 
 
a. Seth 
 Adam and Eve had more children, but it was not until she 
gave birth to a son whom they named Seth that Eve said,  “For 
God hath appointed me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain 
slew” (Genesis 4:25).  
 It was in the days of Seth, who was evidently a godly man 
with a desire to serve God as Abel had, that people began to call 
upon the name of the Lord (Genesis 4:26). 
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“And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for 
mortar. And they said, Go to, let us a city and a tower, whose top 
may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be 
scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth” (Genesis 11:1-
4). 
 
a.   The Self-Centeredness of the People 

Let us notice the self-centeredness of these people and 
their disregard for God’s commandment.  He wanted them to 
scatter over the whole earth to replenish it, but they wanted to 
build a city and a tower as a center of humanity to prevent 
themselves from scattering! In other words, their desire was 
exactly the opposite of God’s Word. 
  
b.   Different Languages Introduced 
 Up to this time, everyone on the earth spoke the same 
language. Essentially, there was only one nation upon the face of 
the earth. This made the people’s goal of constructing a great city 
all the more possible. 
 But the Lord observed their disobedience and said, 
“Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and 
this they begin to do; and now nothing will be restrained from 
them, which they have imagined to do. Go to, let us go down, and 
there confound their language, that they may not understand one 
another’s speech” (Genesis 11:6-7). 
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LESSON 3 
THE BEGINNING OF NATIONS 

 
1. The Origin of Languages 
 After the flood, God commanded Noah and his sons to 
replenish the earth. In fulfilling this command, the human race was 
to spread out gradually over the face of the entire earth to 
repopulate it. Once again, however, the overwhelming majority of 
humanity disobeyed the voice of God. Instead of spreading out 
over the earth, they located in one specific area and decided to 
stay there and build a city. 
 
2. The Tower of Babel 

“And the whole earth was 
of one language, and of one 
speech. And it came to pass, as 
they journeyed from the east, that 
they found a plain in the land of 
Shinar; and they dwelt there. And 
they said one to another, Go to, let 
us make brick, and burn them 
thoroughly. 
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b. Enoch 
 One of the most 
interesting men to live in the 
Book of Genesis was Enoch. He 
loved God and was obedient to 
him.  
 Hebrews 11:5 offers 
further information on this 
unusual event: “By faith Enoch 
was translated that he should not 
see death; and was not found 
because God had translated 
him: for before his translation he 
had testimony, that he pleased God.” 
 
c. Noah           
      In the days of Enoch’s great-grandson, Noah, God saw 
that the wickedness of man was great on the earth and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil 
continually.  

They were so wicked and lawless that God was grieved for 
making them. He said, “I will destroy man whom I have created 
from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping 
thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made  
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them” (Genesis 6:7). There was one man, however, who found 
grace in the eyes of the Lord, Noah. 
 
I. THE RIGHTEOUS FAMILY PRESERVED 
  
1.    Faith & Obedience Required 
        
 While God made a way of escape for Noah, He required 
obedient faith on Noah’s part. God gave Noah specific instructions 
on how the ark was to be built.  

God decided the 
type of wood (gopher), the 
size (300 cubits long, 50 
cubit wide, and 30 cubits 
high), and the number of 
doors (one), windows 
(one), and floor (three). 
The Lord even told Noah 
how many animals to take 
into the ark.  He was to 
take the clean beasts by 
sevens and the unclean by 
two’s.  (See Genesis 7:2.) 
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b. The Same Extreme Wickedness 
 The parallel between the day of Noah and our generation 
is further marked by the extreme wickedness common to both 
times. II Timothy clearly describes our generation and declares 
these characteristics to be the signs of the last days! 
  
3.   Noah Prepared! 

Noah, who had obeyed God, was on the inside of the ark 
looking out while the scoffers and unbelievers suffered the penalty 
of their sin. 

So it will be at the return of the Lord. Those who have 
spurned God’s claims on their life and who have rejected 
opportunities to serve Him will receive condemnation, sorrow and 
pain. Those who are willing to obey the voice of God and make 
preparations will be ushered into everlasting joy. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EVALUATE:      

 
How would you compare the time of Noah with our present time? 
     (Make a brief essay on this.) 
 
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
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    Days of Noah     Son of Man 

      (Genesis 6:5-11) 
       Partying      Philippians 3:17-19 
  Marrying and Giving in Marriage      Matthew 24:38-39 
They Bought, Sold, Planted, Built      Luke 17:26-30 
     Ignorant of Coming Judgment      Luke 21:34-35 
                   Extreme Wickedness      II Timothy 3:1-4 
                        The Flood Comes      II Peter 3:3-7 
          
2.  They Knew Not 
        
 Life went on as usual… the human race was engaged in 
its normal pursuits… the day before the judgment looked like any 
other day to them. There was no advance warning on exactly 
when judgment would come! Jesus put it this way: “And knew not 
until the flood came, & took them all away” (Matthew 24:39). 
 
a. So shall also the Coming of the Son of Man Be 
  
 Noah preached and warned of impending judgment, but 
what was the reaction of a sinful world? The same reaction that 
such a message receives today: “Oh, I’ve heard about that all my 
life! I don’t think there ever will be a judgment day; things will 
always go on as they have been.” 
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2.   One Plan of Escape 
 Because of the sinfulness of the human race, the world 
except Noah and his family were destroyed. As God said, “My 
Spirit shall not always strive with man” (Genesis 6:3). 

Noah was a preacher of righteousness (II Peter 2:5). 
Evidently, Noah not only prepared for his family but warned others 
as well of the impending judgment and their need to repent and 
obey God. His message went unheeded, however, God, in His 
longsuffering, was waiting for humanity to repent. (See I Peter 
3:20.) The end result was, “By faith Noah, being warned of God of 
things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the 
saving of his house”  (Hebrews 11:7).   

The home is still the place to start the devotional life before 
God, and it is still important to preserve godly life within the family. 
 
3.   The Place of Safety 
 

One week before the 
flood, God led Noah and his 
family into the ark. The Lord 
also directed the animals in, 
after which He shut the door 
(Genesis 7:15-16). 
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The rain began to fall, and the fountains of the deep were 

broken up. At the end of 150 days from the beginning of the flood, 
the ark rested upon the mountains of Ararat.  

Two and half months later, the tops of the other mountains 
became visible. After 40 days, Noah opened the window and sent 
out a raven and a dove. The dove found no place to land and 
returned to the ark. After seven days, Noah sent the dove out 
again, and when it returned, the bird had an olive leaf in its mouth. 
Finally, after an additional seven days, Noah sent forth the dove 
again, and it never returned. 
 
4.   Noah Receives a Promise 
 The Lord said, “I will not again curse the ground any more 
for man’s sake; for the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his 
youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I 
have done. While the earth remaineth, seed time and winter, and 
day and night shall not cease” (Genesis 8:21-22). 
 To Noah and his sons God said, “And I, behold, I establish 
my covenant with you, and with your seed after you; and with 
every living creature that is with you, fowl, of cattle, and of every 
beast of the earth with you; neither shall all flesh be cut off any 
more by the waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a 
flood to destroy the earth. And God said, This is the token of the 
covenant which I make between me and you and every living 
creature that is with you, for perpetual generations: I do set my  
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bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between 
me and the earth” (Genesis 9:9-13). 
 
II. Mankind Judged 
       Judgment is coming upon the wicked and ungodly. And 
though the agent God uses will not be water, it will be just as 
devastating on those who have refused to obey God.  
 “But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of 
the Son of man be. For as in the days that were before the flood 
they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving marriage, until 
the day that Noah entered into the ark. And knew not until the 
flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of 
the son of man be” (Matthew 24:37-39). 
       
1.  The Days before the Flood 
 The worldwide flood in Noah’s day was of such 
tremendous significance that Jesus used its lessons to teach 
about His Second Coming. (Read Matthew 24:37-44.) Let us note 
the clear comparisons between the world in Noah’s day and 
today. 
 
 
 
 
 


